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OLE ENVIE MEETSHOEDESGNER MONIKA DEXAI

Everwonder how someone becomesa shoe desigher?

Next month®@Shoe Party at 75 Chestnut in Boston
(coinciding with Boston Fashion Week) will feature a
fashion show by hot new Boston shoe designher, Monika
Desaiwhose labeliscalled Sole Envie. Shoe Club
memberand reporter forthe Lawrence Eagle Tribune,
Rosemary Ford, interviewed Monika forthe scoop on
herupcoming collection and detailson how she turned
hershoe passion (and pain!) into herown footwear
business.

How close are you to launching Sole Envie? Sole Envie isabout six to nine monthsaway from launch.
Some styleswillbe available for sale through custom ordersin the meantime.

Tell me about your personal shoe collection -- how many, what'sin it, and why? You'd think
otherwise, but sadly, my shoe collection resemblesmy shoe size, which is, in a word, small. | wear size
4.5, which makesit extremely difficult to find shoes- designerorordinary. That’'sactually the reason |
decided to start my own footwearcompany. | have neveronce gone shoe shopping and been able
to pickand choose a pairof shoesthat | liked. I®e alwaysbeen limited to whateverwasavailable in
my size. |finally got so frustrated last yearthat Idecided to have a pairof custom shoesmade for
myself. I enjoyed the experience of choosing the style, color, and leather so much that ldecided this
would be a great concept to incorporate into a shoe company. I@ hoping that one day lcan look
back and be thankful there wasa reason for all the shoe frustrations®e faced.

Asformy personal shoe collection, Iwear a lot of platformsbecause Ien petite and they give me
some height without torturing my feet. 1®e been designing shoesfor myself lately where the upper
wrapsunderthe platform to minimize the clunky look a platform sometimescauses. |don®own any
designer shoessince they don®come in my size, but if they did, my collection would be very eclectic.
| like everything from bold and quirky patternsand colorsto very elegant and sensual designs. Ilook
forshoesthat are sophisticated, unique, and feminine that highlight my ankles...  (continued on page 2)

SHOECLUB GETSFAMOUS

The Shoe Club hasreceived some amazing pressrecently. A film crew and reporter from NBC’s
TODAY Show attended our August 14th event at Cordaniin Wakefield, MA and we’'re expecting the
segment to airon Tuesday, September 4th sometime between 8 and 11 am. Be sure to watch forit.
The Atlanta Journal Constitution ran an extensive story on the Shoe Club on the front page of its Living
section on August 28t which led to Atlanta Shoe Club leader, Amanda Viciana, being invited asa
specialguest on Sar 94 FM the following day. Allthispublicity hasgenerated an avalanche of new
sign upsand the Shoe Club now hasover 1,000 membersacrossfourlocations.

Welcome new members. We look forward to seeing you at an upcoming event!




(Sole Envie... continued from page 1)

and elongate my legs. Itend to lean towardscomplex designsthat feature intricate cutwork or
straps, and that are composed of a mixture of different texturesor colorssuch asmetallics, embossed
leatherorpatterned fabrics. Ireally like vintage inspired designsfrom the 30@and 40®that have a
glamorousappeal. Above all, though, the shoeshave to be comfortable. There isnothing worse
than having your feet kill you while you@ at a party orout shopping. My goalisto design shoesthat
are both stylish and comfortable.

What sort of inspiration do the NYC garment district stores provide and why? I@n like a kid in a candy
store when I@ in the garment district. With storesspecializing in everything from leatherand lace to
ribbonsand buttons, storesoverflow with just about any color, texture, and pattern you can imagine.

Some of the storesare neatly organized with spool after
spool of ribbonsanchored on the wall, while othersyou
literally have to burrow through to find that perfect
Some of Desai's something that will turn your shoe from ordinary to

deliciousdesigns extraordinary.

There@thisone little leather store that I go to thatisjam
packed with thousandsof beautiful skinsall stacked
haphazardly from floorto ceiling. It®so stuffed that you
can barely walk through the aide. The ownerjust hands
you a stool. You really have to dig, but l alwaysfind
something really special there.

Monika Desai

lusually have specific designsin mind before I head into
the city, but once I start shopping I get so inspired that by
the end of the day I®e come up with 20 brand new
designs. The hardest partisdeciding on what to get.
How do you choose between exquisite beaded trims,
gorgeoussilk brocades, and fabulousmetallic leathers
(not to mention all the crystals, flowersand other
accessories) you can imagine? So many options...so little
time.

With Sole Envie, lhope that women willbe able to experience thissame kind of inspiration | feelwhen
walking through the garment district. | hope to inspire that by allowing them to choose from hundreds
of different optionsto create that perfect pair of shoes.

What's the most important thing you've learned about shoesthrough your shoe-making journey that
you wish everyone knew? Ineverrealized how complexand laborintensive shoemaking is. | started
taking shoemaking classesin January and | have yet to finish my first pair of shoes! 1®e since moved
onto other shoesbut that first pair of shoesisstill waiting to be finished. There isso much to making a
pair of shoes, from finding a last (an anatomical representation of a person@foot that most shoesare
built on), to making a pattern, sewing, cutting, and gluing, that it can take a few daysto a few weeks
(ormonthsin my case!) to finish a pairif you@ making them in a non-factory setting. Once you®e
made your own shoesfrom scratch, you really gain an appreciation for all that goesinto a pair of
shoes. A handmade shoe isreally like a work of art.

The otherthing that I®e learned isthat the shoemaking industry in the USisalmost extinct. The state
of Massachusettsused to be the center for shoemaking in the 19th and early 20t century and now
there are virtually no factoriesremaining. Everything hasgone overseasto Asia. Not only isthat a
shame, but it makesit really hard for smallerdesignersto find the componentsneeded to make a pair
of shoes. And if you@ a smallfootwearcompany trying to get started, it®@a challenge to find a

factory overseasthat iswilling to produce shoesin small quantities.
(continued on page 3)




(Sole Envie... continued from page 2)

Are there any rules we should follow about shoes? Such astallwomen shouldn't wear platforms or
women with chubby legs shouldn't wear ankle straps.

Rules, schmules. My philosophy isif it looksgood, wearit! I®e alwaysbelieved that women should
wear what they feelfabulousin and not worry about rules. The great thing about shoesisthat they
are democratic in that no matter what shape and size your are, the right pair of shoescan make you
feel beautiful, confident, and sexy. Idon®think women should limit themselvesfrom wearing a
specific type of shoe because they@ afraid of looking too tall, too petite, too thin, ortoo chubby.
Instead they should look at the proportionsand design of the individual shoe and see how it
enhancestheirlegsand complimentstheir outfit.

Forexample, if a woman isworried about herlegslooking chubby in an ankle strap, perhapsshe
should look at where the ankle strap hitsherleg. Sometimes, if the ankle strap ispositioned too high
above the ankle, it can cut off the line of herleg especially if she®@wearing a skirt that islower than
mid-thigh. Wearing a thin strap or a strap thatisclose to her skin tone will help keep that long lean
line going.

Sole Envie®@web ste is
www.SoleEnvie.com

Formore detailsabout Monika®@upcoming fashion
show at the Shoe Club’s September 12th “Martinis
and Silettos’ Shoe Party visit

www.shoeclub.us/091207.php

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Who®in the Shoe Club?

Getto know fellow Shoe Club membersthrough our Member Sotlight
segment in which we®profile a different Shoe Club membereach month.

Name: Sarah Owens

Current Hometown: Marietta, Georgia

Age: 29

Occupation: Say at home mom to 2 year-old boy, James

What | look forin a shoe: Something | haven®seen before on anyone else, first
Sarah Owens, Atlanta and foremost. 1@ not really big on prints, rather | focusmore on texture and
Shoe Club Member. Her material. I@n a sucker for patent leather, and the wedge ismy favorite heel of

favorite shoe below. ; .
alltime. Currently, l enjoy strappy sandalsthat wrap around the ankle.

Shoe steal (bestdeal on shoes): My favorite place to find great dealson shoes
isMarshalls. They have a wide variety of shoes, new bargainsdaily, and huge
markdowns. If I@n looking fora flashy pairto wear fora specific evening, and
know I®only wearthem once, maybe twice, Marshallsusually haswhat I@n
looking for.

Shoe splurge (most spent on shoes): A pairof black velvet wedge heelsby
Hlen Tracey purchased at Neiman Marcus.




Beth Harbison’s“Shoe AddictsAnonymous’

A Book Review by Shoe Club member Shelley Hachman

Beth Harbison’s“Shoe AddictsAnonymous’ provesthat Shoe Club
membersare not alone in theirdesre to bond with other shoe lovers! In
her first hardcover and audio book, she weavesa tale of harmoniousget
togetherscomplete with wine, cheese, and of course, designer shoes.

It all startswhen Lorna Rafferty, hercredit card debt in the stratosphere
and no longerable to indulge hershoe buying habit, placesan ad on
"Greg®List"to start a weekly group to trade shoes. Helene joinsto
escape a bad, high profile marriage. Sandra, an agoraphobic, hasto
break out of herapartment life, and Jocelyn just needsto get away from
her delusional, shrew-like boss. What they gain isnot only ssme new
designer shoes, but lasting friendship with a little intrigue and a dash of
thrill thrown in to boot. In the end, there®@proof positive that no one
should come between girlfriendsand the businessof their shoes.

Another Shoe Club memberrecommended thisbook. It hasa fabulouscoverunderneath the dust
jacket, and we could really stop the review there alone! When I did eventually stop looking at the
coverand actually read the book, Shoe Addictshad me from the first paragraph. Instantly Iwas
having flashbacksto allthe great pairsof heelsI’'d bought overthe years, and those little private
momentswe had togetherwhen they were first tried on.

Shoe AddictsAnonymouswasa good read that made me want to share it with a girlfriend ortwo. It®
perfect forthose last dog daysof summer while musing about transitioning from white strappy sandals
to something a little hardier like new Cordani periwinkle and mauve clogs. It®also a fantastic gift for
a fellow shoe lover.

Afterlearning of the book, I contacted Ms. Harbison. She wasthrilled to hearthere wasa real Shoe
Club out there asformally organized asours. She even put a link to the Hello Siletto Shoe Club on her
own web site: www.myspace.com/shoeaddictsanonymous. Check it out!

PRODUCTOFTHEMONTH
Sik Sik Miracle Anti-Blister Sick by ProFoot

Don’t let blisterskeep you from wearing your favorite shoes. Apply ProFoot’'s
“dik &ik” to your heels, toes, and anywhere material might rub, and sport your
kicksin comfort. A Shoe Club road test of Sik Sik confirmed that it not only
worksbutisa great way to break in new shoes. Sik Sikisavailable at a
numberof placesincluding CVSand Target. You can find more information
about the product and how to purchase it at www.profootcare.com.

JOIN THE SHOE CLUB
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